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      7 Pillars Career Academy
Mission Statement

Preparing students for global impact 
by finding value in self through 
perpetual service to the community.



7 Pillars Career Academy with integrity and 
fidelity; will set the standard for educational 
competence, community influence and raise the 
bar for the power of good character.

      7 Pillars Career Academy
Vision Statement



Purpose
The function of the Department of Exceptional 
Students is to support and serve students with 

disabilities through providing appropriate 
instructional supports and services for a free, 

appropriate public education for student 
progress.



What does the DES team do?
● Conduct educational testing and determine eligibility for special education 

services in conjunction with the Department of Psychological Services
● Develop, review, and implement the Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) plans
● Provide a continuum of service supports to assist students in the general 

education curriculum in a variety of ways
● Accommodate and Modify Instruction according to IEP needs
● Lead and Facilitate Professional Development related to needs of teachers 

and students



Services
● Present educational information to students through Specially Designed 

Instructional support services
● Facilitate parent outreach and educate and support families
● Provide opportunities for student engagement in the community through 

programs, work training, and athletic and extracurricular assistance
● Offer specialized preschool Special Education Services through a 

continuum of support
● Review and provide specialized supports for autism, behavior, speech, 

occupational and physical therapy and many other specialized service 
areas





What is the IEP?
  If your child receives special education and related services, it is 

required that he/she has an Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

             If your child receives special education and related services, it is 
required that he/she have an Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

-The IEP will address your child’s unique abilit
ies and needs and describe how he/she will access the general curriculum. 

-The IEP should describe how your child learns, how your child best 
demonstrates what he or she is learning and what teachers and service 
providers will do to help your child learn more effectively. 

-As a parent you are a very important part of your child’s IEP team. You, your 
child’s teachers and other school personnel will develop an IEP for your child 
that will be reviewed at least once a year. 



What the IEP Does?

 Describes how 

your child learns. 

The IEP will address your child’s 
unique abilities and needs and 

describe how he/she will access the 
general curriculum. 

Describes what 
teachers and service 
providers will do to 
help your child learn 
more effectively.

Describes how your 
child best demonstrates 
what he or she is 
learning



What we provide?

A dedicated 
Case Manager 

7 Pillars provides a myriad of educational services and 
supports to assist in helping students with disabilities 

achieve optimum success. 

Accommodations Specialized Classroom
Services



The Case Manager
A case manager is usually a special education teacher or another 
member of the IEP team. (This person may be a special education 

teacher who works directly with your child, but doesn’t have to be.)

1 Oversees the IEP

Makes sure services and 
supports are being 
implemented for the 
student. 

2 Point of Contact

The case manager will 
keep you informed about 
your child’s progress. He or 
she is your 1st point of 
contact in regards to your 
student’s educational 
experience.

3 Teacher/School Liaison

Case managers also work 
with all your child’s teachers 
and related service providers 
to make sure they understand 
the IEP. 

https://www.understood.org/en/articles/special-education-teachers-guide-for-parents
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/whos-on-the-iep-team
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/related-services-for-kids-with-learning-and-thinking-differences-what-you-need-to-know






Thank You

The Department of Exceptional Students is proud of 
the support available for providing high quality 

education to meet the individual needs of students 
ages three through twenty-one who are eligible for 

special education and related services according to the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 



Contact Info
Questions

Audranna Washington
DES Administrator
awashington@7pillarsca.org

Stephanie Conley
Vice Principal
sconley@7pillarsca.org

Rashad Leonard
DES Teacher/Case Manager
rleonard@7pillarsca.org

Kimberly Parks
DES Teacher/Case Manager
kparks@7pillarsca.org

Nicole Wesson
DES Teacher/Case Manager
nwesson@7pillarsca.org

mailto:awashington@7pillarsca.org
mailto:sconley@7pillarsca.org
mailto:rleonard@7pillarsca.org
mailto:kparks@7pillarsca.org
mailto:nwesson@7pillarsca.org


Resources
CCPS SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special Education Parental Rights

Categories of Disabilities

FAPE: Free & Appropriate Education

Parent Participation

Understanding the IEP

Glossary of Terms

https://www.clayton.k12.ga.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=87244
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Parent-Rights.aspx
http://archives.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/160-4-7-.05_Eligibility_3-31-10.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F652A505DFC2E6E9873664C9C07475C448B6F4C484C7DA08A6&Type=D
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Sp%20Ed%20Rules/Revised%20160-4-7-%2002%20FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cIhLSnOZ_HcKeFjlMm6-RyvSM0JrSVkThKtD-NoOu7I/edit
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/understanding-individualized-education-programs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ax9fkbGbJ9lThLh4uJjU93DIF1deekS8o_MNcX4wY8g/edit

